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Principal’s Message

2018 has been a year of change for Hopetown School as we launched into the first year
of our new School Plan 2018-2020. We have implemented a huge range of new learning
programs and activities, upgraded classrooms, introduced new learning technologies
and developed outdoor learning spaces. Hopetown has both hosted and been involved
in a number of community and joint school events, fundraised and supported local
charities, networked and shared expertise with colleagues from local schools and
welcomed a range of therapists (and Peter Rabbit) to work with us to further support our
students. We are currently working on what will be reviewed, updated and introduced in
2019 as we continue to improve teaching and learning opportunities for the Hopetown
School Community.

In 2019 we will be trialling a new SMS system to make sure you receive information and
updates about attendance, school events, meetings and school activities as well as to
let you know how your child's day has been. The text message will be written by staff
and come through a computer system, so there will not be a reply number. As always, if
you need to contact us, you are always able to call the school on 43532522.

At the end of such a busy term, | take this opportunity to say a heartfelt and very grateful
thanks to everyone involved in supporting Hopetown School in 2018; engaged students,
hardworking and innovative staff, supportive parents/carers, community members,
community partners, local schools, agencies and services. It has been my absolute
privilege to work with you all, making a difference together, as a strong, collaborative
and proactive team.

We also say a special thank you to a number of staff members who are moving on from
Hopetown and wish them all the very best for their future adventures! Jennine Addison,
Sarah McCartney, Tamara Sidorenko, Danny Hughes, Jodi O’Donoghue and Jane
O'Donnell have all been valued members of the Hopetown team, some for a short time,
others for a long time. They have all sorts of exciting opportunities ahead of them and
we thank them for the expertise they have shared with us during their time here.

We wish you all a safe, happy festive season and summer break and we look forward to
seeing you again in 2019!

Hirsty Reynolds
R/Principal
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Athletics Success!

This year HopeTown primary students participated
in the Wallarah Zone athletics carnival in both
track and field events. Students participated in the
Norm and Elizabeth Austen Small Schools Trophy
4 x 100m relay which enabled them to qualify to
compete at Sydney North. We travelled down to
Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Centre at
Homebush to compete on the main track against
other small schools. The boys ran an amazing
race, coming in third. This resulted in another trip
to Homebush to compete at state level.
HopeTown students ran a competitive race
against more than 20 teams. Aaron, Dyllan, Noah
and Zac should be proud of their achievements
and their positive attitude to competing on the big
stage.

Stay Safe

Wishing all Hopetown families
a happy Christmas break

First day back at school for students is
Thursday 31st January 2019




eckeeping at Hopetown School

Students from Darcy class are excited to be involved in a beekeeping program. The beehive is located on Hopetown
School grounds and is part of the expansion of the school’s agriculture program. Activities which students will engage in
include routine hive inspections, pest management procedures and harvesting honey. The bee hive is coming along nicely
with plenty of brood and honey present in the hive already. We hope to have honey available for sale early Term 1 2019.
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STEM—Science, Technology, English, Maths
This term Flinders experimented with OZOBOTS.
Students learned to program movements and
directions using colour codes.

This term students in Kendall class have been studying The Greatest Showman as a part of their English studies.
Students have been learning about the history of the circus and how modern circuses have moved away from using
animals. To enhance their understanding of the future of this industry, students were given a backstage tour and talk
with Circus Rio when they were situated at Wadalba. The tour was led by Hannah, the manager of Circus Rio. She
informed us of the many roles within their circus and how each persons’ contribution is vital to the success of their
Australia wide tour. During the talk, we met several circus staff that were rehearsing for their night performances.
Students were amazed by the strength shown by these performers, a result of years of hard work and dedication.

Thank you so much to Hannah for giving up her precious time and giving students an insight into a performers’
lifestyle.
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currigulum, students have epjoyed this term'’s Fish meal. Dyllan and Tyler have perfected the art of cooking
unit of work. In the classroom, students examined a porridge and a little sprinkling of brown sugar and a splash of
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Hopetown’s first ever Movie night was a great night out for all who came.
Despite the wind we were still able to put the large screen up on the school oval
and enjoy time as a community lounging in the large black cushions! There was
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Life Education

This term primary students engaged in the life
education program ‘bCyberwise’.  Students
explored how to build positive relationships with
online friends through respectful online
behaviour. They learnt strategies for keeping
personal information safe when communicating
online and how to be responsible communicators
when using technologies. Healthy Harold
discussed how to best deal with face to face and
cyber bullying and what role they play as a
bystander to bullying of any kind. Students
listened carefully and asked inquisitive questions
and at times were confident to respectfully
challenge the information they thought may have
been incorrect. It was positive to observe the
students acknowledge that there are differing
opinions to a point and they were willing to listen
to an alternate view.

close to 180 people!
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’ ‘: HAPPY CATS!

This term Ashton spent some time visiting So Cares Animal Shelter at Charmhaven. Ashton is a real‘r‘ animals big

and small, but mainly cats. He would often just sit there playing with the shelter's adopted sTraysn ngo. He
spent a lot of his time making cat toys and recycling bottles and cans he collected to donate fund Iter. The
Shelter is very happy to see Ashton visit regularly, especially Jango, who loves the attention Ashton give . The Shelter
was very excited to receive the donations from Ashton and so were the cats. They were very grateful for the generosity
from this young man.

Toys made for the cats




